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September 9, 2026 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The Delaware Department of Education, Office of Early Learning, recognizes Training 
for Early Care and Education (TECE) 1 as approved professional development within 
Delaware’s early childhood workforce system. 
 
The Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential, awarded by the Council for 
Professional Recognition, requires candidates to complete 120 clock hours of formal 
early childhood education, with a minimum of 10 hours in each CDA content area. 
 
Based on a review of course content and instructional hours, the Delaware Department 
of Education confirms that successful completion of TECE 1 meets 60 total training 
hours and aligns with the CDA content areas as follows: 
 

CDA Content Area Hours Met through TECE 1 

 
Planning a safe, healthy learning environment 

11 hours 

Advancing children’s physical and intellectual development 5 hours 

Supporting children’s social and emotional development 10 hours 

Building productive relationships with families 7 hours 

Managing an effective program operation 5 hours 

Maintaining a commitment to professionalism 7 hours 

Observing and recording children’s behavior 2 hours 

Principles of child growth and development 13 hours 

 
Individuals who successfully complete TECE 1 must complete an additional 60 hours of 
training within the required content areas to meet the CDA formal education 
requirement. Certificates and transcripts from TECE I and additional training must be 
used as documentation of the CDA formal education requirement. The training 
certificates are valid from 2007 to present.  
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For questions regarding early childhood workforce qualifications in Delaware, please 
contact the Delaware Department of Education, Office of Early Learning. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Kelly McDowell, Education Associate for Professional Systems 
Office of Early Learning 
Delaware Department of Education 


